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Advanced Moral Decision Making Skills  
 

Advanced workshops for those who have already completed our introduction to clinical ethics workshop or who have 
some previous knowledge of medical ethics 

 

Warwick Medical School, University of Warwick 
20th - 21st November 2017 

 

Monday 20th November 2017 
 

Moral reasoning and case analysis in clinical ethics 
 

This day will build on our introductory workshop focussing on the theoretical underpinnings of good ethical reasoning and the 

critical appraisal of frameworks for ethics case consultation. The format will be interactive and use case discussions for 

delegates to specifically develop the skills discussed in the lectures. 
 

Teaching and group facilitation: Dr Anne Slowther, Associate Professor and Dr Mark Bratton, Honorary Fellow in Clinical Education 
Invited Speaker: Dr Chris Bassford, Consultant Physician Intensivist, University Hospitals Coventry & Warwickshire NHS Trust 

9.00 – 9.30 Registration and coffee 

9.30 – 10.00 Introduction and welcome 

10.00 – 10.45 

Facts, values, and moral argument 

This session will explore the distinction between facts and values and the importance of this distinction for 
ethical analysis. The specific nature of moral argument will be discussed with illustrative examples 

providing participants with key ethical reasoning skills to engage in analysis of cases later in the day. 

10.45 – 11.45 

Concepts, principles and theories 

This session will take an in depth look at some of the ethical principles and theories underpinning health 
care ethics in the UK and consider how these are interpreted and conceptualised by  different 

stakeholders, and what the practical implications of these different conceptions might be. 

11:45 – 12.15 Coffee 

12.15 – 13.15 

Case discussions 

This session will use small group discussion on specific cases to enable participants to practice the 
knowledge and skills gained in the previous sessions. Facilitated discussion will support the development 

of sound moral argument to justify decisions on the ethical issues in the case. 

13.15 – 14.00 Lunch 

14.00 - 15.00 

Analysis and comparison of ethical frameworks for clinical cases 

This session will present two different frameworks for ethical case discussion that are used in ethics case 
consultation.  The frameworks will be described and critiqued and participants will be given a basic 

introduction to their use.   

15.00 – 15.45 

Breakout session: Analysis of cases using ethical frameworks 

This session will allow participants to practice using the frameworks in individual cases, and to reflect on 
their usefulness in everyday practice. 

15.45 – 16.00 Coffee 

16.00 – 17.00 

Plenary discussion: reflection on use of frameworks and their value in clinical practice 

Groups will feed back on their discussion/analysis of the cases and their reflections on the usefulness of 
the frameworks in framing their discussions. 

17.00 – 17.30 Feedback and close 
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Tuesday 21st November 2017 
 

End of life ethical issues 
 

This day will take two topics that generate ethical difficulties for health care professionals (end of life decision making and 

resource allocation) and consider them in some depth. The programme combines in depth analysis of the underlying ethical 

concepts that inform decisions and debates on end of life issues and resource allocation, discussion of legal and professional 

guidance, and the opportunity for delegates to apply their learning through in depth case analysis. 

 

9.00 – 9.30 Registration and coffee 

9.30 – 9.45 Introduction and welcome 

 
9.45 – 11.00 

Ethical reasoning in end-of-life care  
(Withholding, withdrawing and refusing treatment)   

This session will consider the underlying moral and legal arguments for withholding, withdrawing or refusing life 
sustaining treatment, including advance decision and advance care planning. Concepts of autonomy, best interests, 
sanctity of life, and quality of life will be explored and set within the external boundaries of professional guidance and 

the contextual vagaries of clinical practice.   

11.00 – 11.30 Coffee break 

11.30 – 12.15 Breakout session: Case scenarios 

12.15 – 13.00 
Group discussion of case scenarios 

In small groups participants will consider cases where there is conflict over end of life decisions, using the knowledge 
gained in the previous session to develop a resolution of the case. 

13.00 – 13.45 Lunch 

 
13.45 – 14.45 

Invited speaker: Dr Christopher Bassford, Consultant Physician Intensivist, 
University Hospitals Coventry & Warwickshire NHS Trust 

 
Improving ethical decision making around referral and  

admission to intensive care 
 

14.45 – 15.15 Coffee 

 
15.15 – 16.15 

Resource allocation: conceptions of distributive justice   
This session will focus on different conceptions of distributive justice and their effect on resource allocation and priority 

setting decisions in clinical practice. 

16.15 – 17.00  Case scenarios : resource allocation  

17.00 – 17.30 Feedback and close 

 
 

Registration fee 2 days £180 1 day £100 
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Speaker/facilitator biographies 
 

Dr Anne Slowther is Reader in Clinical Ethics at Warwick Medical School where she is responsible for the Values Law and 

Ethics theme in the MBChB curriculum.  Anne qualified in medicine in 1980 and her clinical area is general practice (family 

medicine).  She has a Masters in Medical Ethics and Law from King’s College London and a DPhil in medical ethics from the 

University of Oxford. She was a founder member, and is now a board member of the UK Clinical Ethics Network and has a part 

time post as clinical ethicist at the University Hospital of Coventry and Warwickshire NUS Trust.  She has run training 

workshops for members of clinical ethics committees throughout the UK for the past fifteen years.  Her main areas of research 

interest are ethical decision making in clinical practice, provision of clinical ethics support, and ethics of research involving 

vulnerable populations. She has also published on ethics in medical education. She is a member of the Editorial Committee of 

the journal Clinical Ethics, and the Board of Trustees of the UK Institute of Medical Ethics.   

 

Reverend Mark Bratton is an Honorary Fellow in Clinical Education at the University of Warwick where he is responsible for 

undergraduate and postgraduate teaching of medical ethics and law. Mark qualified as a barrister in 1987. He has a History 

degree from University College London and a Theology degree from the University of Oxford. He has a Postgraduate Diploma in 

Law from the City University, a Masters in Medical Ethics and Law from King's College, London and a PhD in medical ethics and 

law from the University of Warwick. He is also the Rector of St. John Baptist Church, Berkswell, just outside Coventry. 

 

Dr Christopher Bassford - Consultant Physician Intensivist, University Hospitals Coventry & Warwickshire (Further to follow). 

 
 


